THE 


Farl of ARGYLE 


AT als 


On the xath, of December 1681. 


th Lord Fuftice General and Rivia- 
, ty Lord Toft Lords of a ne 


P Look war, it as the uadovbted Privilege of the Grant SubjeR, to explain his own words 


Neve wie rr are under an evil Charater , the miſconftruQion of words, .in 
a ls inp vation, and not a Crime, 

, | | ' fr a hd rl noma make any that knows me delieve) 

honourable, ſuitab'e to the Principles of 


oven ay _ yout time to tell you, 1 have from my 
— Eros z and have conſtantly to my power, 
difficulry 3.atid have never joyned, nor with 
| Authority, bur have all along ſerved him in bs 
;1 eat (oy travel to. France and Iraly in the be- 
ginning | the . and continued {broad tilt the er. of the year 1649. 

My. firſt appearance in th ſerve. his Majeſty, as Collonel of his Foot-guard ; 
and thoagh at that time all the Commiſſions power green by :the. then. Parliament, yer { would nor 
ſerve without a Commiſſion from his wore | have till the Hondur to havt by me. ,, - 

After the misfortune of Worceſter, 1 contioutd in F< of for tis iy wo firvigh whien Scorlend 
. was overrun with the Ullurpers, and wa aloge; Wick MT ? Arms, in the year 
1632; pd Md chem Harp oy 169 20-the | of tie Galtlcs 

iſoned in . ſoive +, and faking aff hr 
— See is a y nnd C | oof! out to thelaſt, tithe Earl 
of Middleton his Majeſties Livete Save lareg which | did without 
any other engagement to the Rebels, bur bail to \ ond did at my capitulating, Felicvc 
ſeveral Prifoners by exchange, whereof my Lord Granuard out of the Caſtle of h was one. 

Is it not well known rey Tra l was impriſoned by | the Uſurpers, 'v 0 was to jratous me". that 
contrary t0 their faith} [bee wh rept me from to Priſo Fa hs. Maj:ſtics, 
happy Reſtauration, cl © rſot ts ffi him, the efe Was no 
Oath required ? 


becauſe I RS 


LF & 


[| Co with all Gratituſe acknowledge his Majefites Bounty and Royal Favours to me when I was 
puriucd before the Parliament in the year 1662. His Majzity was gracioully pleated not to fend me 
down:inany opprobrious way, but upon a bare verbal Buil, upon which 1 came down Poſt, and 
preſented my 1clf a fortnight before the time, and having farified his Majeſty at that time, of my 
ertirc Loyalty, I did not offer to plead by Advorates, and his Majeſty was not only pleaſed to par- 
don my lite, and to reſtore me toa Ti:!e and Fortune, bot to put me in truſt in his Service in 
the meſt erninent Judicatories of the Kingdom ; and to heap Favours upoh me beyond what- 
ever | did, or can deſerve, though | hope his Majeſty hath always found me faith ful and 
thank'ul, and ready to beſtow all I have, or can have , for his Service; arid | hope he never 
hat, nor never ſhall have ground to repeat any Favour he hath Cone me: If 1 were now 
eu:lty of the four Crimes libelled, 1 fheuld think my felf a great Villian. 

In the Proſecution of the Story of my Life in the year 1666, when the Rebellion broke 
out,that was repreſſcd at Pentland Hills,upon a bare Advertilement from the now Lord Archbiſhop 
St. Anirews, without any order either from the Council or General, the intertourſe bein 
ſtopp-s, did l not bring together abour two thouſand men, and ſent a Gentleman to Genera 
Dazlyel , oficring to joyn with him, if the Rebellion had not preſently been happily cruſhed? 
And when I met with conſiderable trouble from my Neighbours rebelliouſly in Arms,and had Com- 
miſſions boih in publick and private accounts, have | not carried dutifully to his Majeſty , 
aad done what was commanded with 2 juſt Moderation, which I can prove under the Hands of 
imine Enemies, and by many infallible D-monſtrations-? 

Pardon me yeta few words. Did I not in this preſent Parliament ſhew my readinef(s to ſerve His 
\ſajeily and th: Royal Family in aff:rtigg vigorouſly the Lineal Legal Succeſſhon of the Crown, and 
had a care to have ii expreſſcd in the Commiſſions ot the Shires and Boroughs in which I had intereſt ? 
W 2+ | notfor ottcring proper iupplies to His Majeſty and his Succefſor ? And did Inot concur to bind 
the Lindlords for their Tenants, though I was mainly concerned ? And have I not always keep'd my 
Tenants in obedience to His Majclty ? 

| 1:y all thi-. not to arrogate any thing to my ſelf for doing what I was in Honour and Duty 

Gun to his Ma;..'v; Bur if after all this, up>n no other ground, but words that w ſpaken in 
ab" !ure Innocence, and without the leaſt deſign, except for clearing my own Conſcience, and that 
ar* no cupable of the ill ſenfe wreſted from taem by the Libel, I ſhould be further troubled, what 
aſſurance can any of the greateſt Quality, Truit, or Innocence have, that they are ſecure, elpecially 
conſidering, that fo many ſcruples have been ſtarted, as all know, not only by many of the Ortho- 
dox Clergy, but by whole Presbyteries, Synods, and ſome Biſhops, which were thought ſo conſide- 
rable, that an eminent Biſhop did take the pains to write a Treatiſe (which was read in Council, and 
allowed to be Printed, and a Copy given to me), which contains expreſſions that may be ſtretched 
to a worle ſenſe than I am charged tor. Have | not ſhewed my Zeal to all the ends of the Teſt ? 
How then can it be imagined, that 1 have any finiſter deſign in any thing that I have ſaid? If I had 
done any thing contrary to the whole courſe of my Life, which I hope ſhall not be found, yet one 
A& might pretend to Ml excuſed by a Habit. But nothing, being queſtioned bur. the ſenſe of words 
milcontirued to the greateſt beight, anc ftretch:d ro imaginary inclinations, quite contrary to my 
{cope and defign ; and ſo far contrary, not only to my venice, but Principles, Intereſt and Duty, 
that 1 hope my Lord Advocate will think he hath gone too far in this Proceſs, and fay plainly what 
he knows to be true by his acquaintance with me, both in publick and private, that I amneither Payiſt 
nor Phana:ick,, but am truly Loyal in my Principles and PraQtice, 

The hearing of this Libel would trouble me beyond moſt of the Sufferings of my Life, if my In- 
nocence Gid not ſupport me, and the hopes of being vindicated of this and other calumnies before this 
pubiick and Noble Auditory. 

[ leave ray Defences to thele Gentlemen that plead for me: They know my Innocence, and how 
oroundleſs that Libel is. I fhall only fay, As my Life has been moſt of it {pent in ſerving and ſuffer- 
ing for his Majeſty, ſo whatever be the event of this proceſs, 1 relolve, while | breathe, to be loyal 
and faithful to his Majeſty ; and whether 1 live publickly or in obſcurity, my head, my heart, nor 
my hand, ſhall never be wanting where | can be uſeful to his Majzſties ſervice y and while 1 live, and 
when I die, I ſhal! pray, that God Almighty would bleſs His Majeſty with a long, happy and prol- 
perous Reign, and that the Lineal Legal Succeſfors of the Crown, may continue Monarchs over all 
His Majeſti-s Dominions, and be Defenders of the true Primitive Chriſtian Apoſtulick Catholick 
Prote%ant Religion, wile Sun aid Moon endure. | 
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